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1. Read the story “The King and the Tortoise” and choose the right 

item to complete the sentences. 

 
The King and the Tortoise 

There was once a king in the Animal Kingdom who thought he was the 

cleverest animal in the world. To prove this, he ordered the rest of the animals 

to make a dress of mist for the King. “If someone can do it, then he is cleverer 

than me,” the King said. 

The tortoise was the first to try. He promised to have the dress ready in 

seven days. A week later, however, he came to the King empty-handed. 

The King laughed in triumph. He felt very clever indeed that he had 

thought up such an impossible task. “Well,” said the King, “you are not clever 

enough to make a dress of mist for the King. The task is too difficult for you.” 

“You need not worry, Your Majesty. You’ll soon have your dress. The only 

thing I need is thread.” 

“If that’s all you need,” said the King in good humour, “you can have all 

the thread in the world.” And at the King’s order a lot of balls of different 

thread were put before the tortoise. 

“No, no, no,” cried the tortoise. “This will never do. I don’t want ordinary 

thread to finish the dress of mist. I need thread made from the sun’s rays.” 

For a shocked moment the King stared speechless at the tortoise. Twice 

his mouth opened, but no words came. Then he smiled and said, “I can easily 

give you what you need. But what’s the use? I don’t want to have this silly 

dress. You have proved to me that you’re clever enough to make one. This is 

all I wanted to know.” The King closed his eyes and said with deep pleasure, 

“Oh, how happy it makes me to know that in my kingdom are the world’s two 

cleverest animals — you and I!” 

1. The King of the Animal Kingdom  . 

a) thought he was the cleverest animal in the world 

b) was the cleverest animal in the world 

2. The King ordered the other animals to make  . 

a) a dress of mist for the Queen 

b) a dress of mist for the King 



3. The tortoise promised to have the dress ready . 

a) in seven days 

b) in three days 

4. A week later the tortoise came to the King . 

a) empty-handed 

b) with the dress ready 

5. The King asked the animals to do what is  . 

a) very difficult to do 

b) impossible to do 

6. The King thought that the tortoise was  . 

a) cleverer than himself 

b) as clever as he was 

 

 
2. Open the brackets to make the story complete. 

Mrs Pack’s intention was to shoot a tiger. She (arrange)1 already in her 

mind the lunch she would give with the tiger skin occupying all the 

conversations. 

Circumstances (turn)2 out to be favourable. It (happen)3 so that an old 

tiger (be)4 in the habit of coming to a neighbouring village. As Mrs Pack 

(offer)5 a large sum of money the children of the village (put)6 in the jungle 

(watch)7 the tiger (approach)8. The cheapest goats (leave)9 to attract him. A 

special platform (construct)10 in the jungle, in a comfortable tree. 

When it was ready, the great night (arrive)11. Mrs Pack and her paid 

companion Miss Meb (sit)12 on the platform for some hours when they (hear)13 

a tiger’s roar. A goat (tie)14 at the bottom of the tree. The tiger (move)15 

towards it because blind as he was he (see)16 it. “Now, now,” cried Miss Meb 

with excitement and the gun flashed. Both the tiger and the goat (fall)17 dead. 

It was Louisa Meb who (draw)18 attention to the fact that the goat (die)19 

from a bullet wound. “The tiger (not shoot)20, he (die)21 of a heart attack,” she 

said to Mrs Pack. 

The discovery that she (hit)22 the wrong animal didn’t stop Mrs Pack 



from facing the cameras. Her pictures (appear)23 in all the newspapers. 

As for Louisa Meb, she has a wonderful cottage which beautifully 

(decorate)24 now. Silence should (reward)25. 

 

 
3. Put in the missing words to complete the sentences with the verb 

to do. 

1. It’s cold. Keep your scarf on and do your coat _________ . 2. It’s time 

for you and your sister to do  __________  the room. It’s filthy. 3. Peter 

should do his  ______  to win the tournament. He’s an excellent chess 

player. 4. If you go in for swimming or cycling, it’ll do you only ___________ . 

5. I could do  ______  a cup of tea. I’m so thirsty and tired. 6. Oh, 

Beatrice is the most beautiful girl at the party. She is done __________ like 

a fairy. 7. If you do ________ with your laziness and train a lot, you may 

win the prize. 

 

 
4. Express the same using passive constructions. 

Example: Mark has recently repaired his old car. — Mark’s old car has been 

recently repaired. 

1. Do you know what tune the orchestra is playing? 2. They have just 

published this new periodical. 3. They only laughed at Eric’s solemn speech. 

4. We are searching for talented young people to play in our new theatre. 5. 

As soon as he thought of it, they gave him a plateful of wonderful fresh sweet-

smelling strawberries. 6. They will keep their promise and publish the second 

edition of the book in April. 7. How do they spread the news? Have you ever 

thought of it? 8. These are tremendous plans and we are realizing them very 

fast. 

 

5. Put in the articles where necessary. 

1. — Shall I pass you _______ salt? — No, thanks, I don’t use _________  

salt any more. 2. — Have you got any pets? — Yes, I’ve got  _______________  

goldfish, about 10 altogether. 3. This is  __________  house that Jack built. 

4.  ___ price of ______ electricity has gone up a lot this year. 5.  _________  

children are still at  _______  school. They have  _______  extra lesson this 

afternoon. 6. There is a beautiful statue in  ____________  church near our 

house. 7. It was  ______ broad day. 

 



 
6. Express the same in English. 

1. Если бы у нас были свечи, мы бы зажгли их и поставили на стол. 

2. Как жаль, что я не знаю содержания этой новой книги! 3. Если бы я 

была библиотекарем, я бы читала все новые книги. 4.Если бы только он 

умел играть на каком-нибудь музыкальном инструменте — на пианино 

или скрипке! 5. Если бы вы меньше практиковались, ваши успехи в 

английском были бы хуже. 

 

 

 
7. Complete the verb chart. 

 

1. 
 

pop 
   

2. портить 
    

3. 
  

managed 
  

4. 
   

devoured 
 

5. 
    

searching 

6. 
 

pick (up) 
   

7. 
    

spelling 

8. 
    

laying 

9. прятать 
    

10. 
  

ate 
  



Answers: 


